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pathways in mouse embryos from 11 inbred strains were
examined using histochemical and biochemical methods.

Embryonic hydrolytic enzymes were distinguished into three
groups: G6P-6-P-specific alpha-glucosidase, beta-

galactosidase, and beta-N-acetylglucosaminidase. We
classified embryos into six enzyme phenotypes according to
the distribution of the three hydrolytic enzymes. There was a

high degree of coordination in the expression of the three
enzymes in the early embryos. However, the number of

enzyme phenotypes tended to decrease during the first two
days after fertilization. This suggests that there is a certain

amount of genetic influence. The present study
demonstrated that the three hydrolytic enzymes are
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